Dr AV Baillee — Part 3: Inside St Mary’s House

In two recent issues of the Baldock Mail, the life of Dr Albert Victor Baillee was described.
He had been Dean Of Windsor before retiring to Baldock in 1944. He had come from an
aristocratic background and his godmother had been Queen Victoria.

St Mary’s House

He came to live in St Mary’s House, Church Street, Baldock. After his death the house and
many of his possessions were sold. In this article, we will describe some of the personal
possessions listed in the auction particulars as they may shed further light on this
extraordinary man.

three gold crowns on each window box.

The end of his life

Albert died at St Mary’s in 1955, aged 91 and his lengthy obituary appeared in the Times. It
describes his illustrious career and his crowning achievement of restoring St George’s
Chapel, Windsor which had been in a dangerous condition.

For sale

St Mary’s House was sold and the remaining house contents were sold separately at auction.
Presumably his family kept as much as they could but, after a long life and with a large house
to clear, they were continuing a long tradition of house clearance by auction. The sale ran to
over 400 items. In the end, some were retained in St Mary’s House then sold on, with the
house, to Winton Aldridge. They included an 18" century gilt wood mirror, a brass fender
and a Chippendale four poster bed which were still in the house in recent memory.

There was a wide range of furniture and furnishings in the catalogue. A selection of the more
interesting items for sale is described below.

Family and royal connections

A gold and onyx circular brooch inscribed “In remembrance of the all lasting union of
Albert and V.R. and former happy days” 1862. Queen Victoria had been an intimate friend of
Albert’s mother as well as being his godmother. He was born three years after the death of
Albert and named after him and Victoria. Perhaps this brooch was given to his mother by the
Queen.
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The Queen certainly gave his mother “Life of the Prince Consort” by Theodore Martains
which had a fly leaf autograph “To dear Lady Frances Baillee from Victoria”. Another book
was a royal gift to Dr Baillee himself: “Old English Glasses” by Albert Hartshorne, 1897
with autographed flyleaf “To the Dean of Windsor” and was signed by King George V and
Queen Mary and dated 13" May 1918.

There was a small ivory photograph case containing three portraits, given after Queen
Victoria’s death to V.N.S Grant before making its way to the Baillie family.

His career

Several items were connected to his career. There was a Hutchinson’s History of Durham
where he was based very early in his career and was ordained. There was a presentation
book in green morocco and gilt covers decorated with opals and rubies, containing three
watercolours of Coventry with signed address from the City. He was Canon of Coventry
from 1908-1912 then Vicar and Sub-Dean 1912-1917. Not a bad leaving present!

There were two volumes of “Windsor Castle” by W H St John Hope with coloured
illustrations and a red and gilt wood tray with Windsor Castle scene.

Books

The books reflected his varied interests. Debretts and Blood Royal of Britain were probably
important for his job and for keeping track of his aristocratic family connections. Likewise,
Winkle’s Cathedrals and Churches (three volumes) and English Castles and Abbeys
(two volumes).

There were many books about national and international history plus seven volumes of
Reginald Hine’s local history books. He had leather bound copies of Punch and also British
Birds’ Nests by Kearton — probably an essential for any man with a child-like heart, as he
was said to have.

He had a passion for the stage, literature and poetry. There were various works of Dickens
and Thackeray, 16 volumes of Byron’s Life and 8 volumes of Tennyson’s works. The latter is
interesting as Tennyson was a pall bearer for his aunt’s (Lady Augusta Stanley’s) coffin.

Inevitably there was a Holy Bible; this set was in three volumes covered in red velvet and a
jewel case.

Art

Albert had an expert knowledge of pictures and there were very many in his house. There
were also a number of busts and statues, many of them well known pieces. He had a bust by
William Theed of Lady Augusta Stanley, his aunt, and another copy in marble can be seen in
the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge. Similarly, he had a pair of bronze busts of Victoria
and Albert, also by Theed, and another pair is now held by the Victoria and Albert Museum
in London.

All mod cons

It is noticeable that many items in the house were high quality, often bound in leather or
cased in walnut. This even included the electrical goods such as the Pye radiogram in a
walnut case and the Armstrong console television set in a walnut case. It was still rare to
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own a TV in 1955. Perhaps even rarer, was to own a dishwasher, in this case, an Aidamaid.
This must have been a tremendous novelty to a man born in 1864.

His 1950 Wolseley 6-80 grey saloon car was also for sale complete with heater, radio and
fitted luggage rack.

A colourful character

Albert sounds like an interesting and sociable man. It was said that he retained a youthful
enthusiasm to the end of his life, especially over any new possession. It might be a new friend
or a picture he had just bought or a book which its author had sent him; whatever it was, for
the time being, he could hardly talk of anything else. He knew a vast number of people many
of whom used him unsparingly. The Times commented that he would not be remembered as
an ecclesiastic but his memory would be cherished as that of a magnificent friend with a
child-like heart. He was ““a truly good man”.

The auction sale details are in the Baldock Museum collection.
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