Royal Connections - Dr AV Baillee
Part 1: before Baldock, including life as the Dean of Windsor

Dr Albert Victor Baillee, who had been Dean of Windsor, lived in retirement in St Mary’s
House, Church Street, Baldock from the 1940s until his death, aged 91, in 1955. In the next
article, we will look at his time in Baldock but this article will set the scene by looking at his
eminent career and varied life before he came to Baldock.

As Dean of Windsor, you would have expected him to have contact with royalty but his royal
encounters go back to the very beginning of his life. This was no ordinary boy; he had plenty
of aristocratic blood and royal connections.

Family background

Albert was born in 1864, the third son of Evan Peter Montagu Baillie of Dochfour and Lady
Anna Bruce. His maternal grandfather was General Thomas Bruce, Earl of Elgin and
Kincardine, best known to us for the Elgin marbles.

Queen Victoria was an intimate friend of his mother and was also Albert’s godmother. On the
occasion of his christening, she presented him with a mug, bowl and plate made by George
Adams, each engraved “Albert Victor Baillie from his Godmother Victoria R September
1864”.

The choice of his names is significant. Prince Albert had died only three years before so the
Queen was in deep mourning. Mrs Baillee, as Queen Victoria’s friend, chose the names
Albert Victor — about as close as you can get to Albert and Victoria!

Education

Albert had the kind of education that you might expect for a young aristocrat in Victorian
England. He went to school at Marlborough College and then on to Trinity College,
Cambridge. Much later, in 1918, the College awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity.

Marriage

In 1898, he married the Honourable Constance Elizabeth Hamilton-Russell, the daughter of
the 8™ Viscount Boyne, in Westminster Abbey. Their marriage was said to be ideal. “No-one
ever met Mrs Baillie without realising her charm, her sympathy, her goodness™. After her
death in 1924, the Times carried these words “men and women of all classes found in her
friendship the greatest strength they knew”.

Career

Albert was ordained in 1888 in Durham then had a series of posts in South Shields;
Walworth, London; Plumstead and Rochester, Kent; Rugby and Coventry. It was said that
the years in Rugby were probably his most successful in ministerial terms. Rugby was a large
and important parish with a very varied population. He had seven curates to assist him as
rector and, as he was excellent with young men, the relationship between him and his curates
was a model of its kind. In addition “the personal attractiveness and kindness of the rector
and his wife made them extremely popular and this, in turn, enabled them to secure all the
lay helpers they needed to carry on the numerous parochial organisations”.

In 1917, he was given the distinguished post of Dean of Windsor. This meant that he was the
spiritual head of the Canons of St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle. Also from 1917, he
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was Registrar of the Order of the Garter and domestic chaplain to King George V then
Edward VIII and George VI.

His greatest achievement was raising the money to restore St George’s Chapel at Windsor
which was in a dangerous state. It was said that he was far more interested in the special
functions at St George’s than the normal services and was rarely seen in chapel. However, he
took a particular interest in the Guardsmen stationed at Windsor and entertained all ranks
almost daily at his house. He also conducted a special service for them at the castle on
Sunday mornings.

He was awarded the CVVO in 1921 and then the KCVO (Knight Commander, Royal Victorian
Order, in 1932. He resigned as Dean of Windsor in 1944 at the age of 80.

An author

Albert Baillie published a number of books. Many were guides to St George’s Chapel,
Windsor. Two were about himself: “The Making of a Man” which tried to reproduce some of
his conversations with young men on life and religion; and his autobiography “My First
Eighty Years” which gives a vivid picture of his life.

He also co-edited, with Hector Bolitho, “A Victorian Dean” about Arthur Penrhyn Stanley,
the Dean of Westminster 1864-1881. He is perhaps better known for his two books about
Stanley’s wife: “Letters of Lady Augusta Stanley ” and “Later Letters of Lady Augusta
Stanley ”. Augusta was his mother’s sister and he presumably knew her when he was a child
although she died when he was twelve. She had been Lady in Waiting to the Duchess of
Kent, Queen Victoria’s mother, then Woman of the Bedchamber to Queen Victoria. Queen
Victoria, very unusually, attended her funeral where the pall bearers included an archbishop,
a bishop, two dukes and the poet Tennyson.

A colourful life

Albert Baillie was a colourful character. In 1928, Time magazine reported the following:
‘When a bar was installed at the Royal Albert Hall, last week, just 61 years after its
foundation, the first person to order a drink was The Very Reverend Albert Victor Baillie,
Chaplain-in-Ordinary to His Majesty and Dean of Windsor. While sipping a glass of fine
tawny sherry, the Very Reverend Chaplain-in-Ordinary said: “it would be nonsensical for
anyone to suppose [sip] that I am now encouraging drunkenness [sip]. Temperance is
founded [sip] upon people being sensibly self-controlled [sip] ” Whereupon the Very
Reverend Sipper paid for his single tawny drink, and ambled placidly from the bar’.

He had a passion for the stage and corresponded with George Bernard Shaw on the subject of
Radclyffe Hall’s 1928 novel “The Well of Loneliness”, banned for its lesbian theme. He was
visited at the Deanery by “members, both eminent and obscure, of the theatrical profession”.

There were many overseas tourists at Windsor and meeting them allowed him to arrange
return visits. He travelled to the USA in 1923 and 1933. A copy of his travel diary has
survived and is very entertaining. Typically British, he comments on the weather, from the
storms experienced when crossing the Atlantic on “The Empress of Great Britain to the heat
of Tucson, Arizona.
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He enjoyed his time in California where he mixed with the Hollywood elite. However, after
attending a party with some film stars, he commented that the occasion was “duller and
dowdier than Bloomsbury”.

Retirement
Albert moved to Baldock on his retirement, aged 80 and we will look at his life here in the
next issue.
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