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Jacksons, the builders 
1817 - c1906 
 

In the last issue of the Baldock Mail, there was information about George and William 

Jackson whose names have recently been added to the war memorial in Baldock. They were 

Baldock born but died in the First World War. They were the great-grandsons of William 

Jackson who came to Baldock about 1817 and established a firm of builders.  

 

This article explains a bit more about Jacksons, the builders. There were other Jackson 

families in Baldock including a shoemaker and also a cabinet maker who moved on to 

premises in Oxford Street, London. They seem to be unrelated. 

 

The move to Baldock 

Two Jackson brothers moved to Baldock from Litlington, near Royston, to found the building 

firm. They were William and Charles, six years his junior. Both of them married Baldock 

girls, Judith and Mary.  

 

Charles Jackson 

Charles and Mary lived in Norton Street, now called Church Street. In the 1851 census, they 

were living in the cottages on the corner of Pond Lane, later called Quenby’s Yard. However, 

both before and after, they were running the Eight Bells pub. It was common for landlords to 

have another job and Charles was described as a bricklayer. However, in 1861, he is also a 

brick maker. It would be interesting to know where bricks were made but presumably close 

by. Charles and Mary had two sons, Charles and Albert.  

 

Charles the younger 
Charles followed his father as a bricklayer. He married Ann Carrington, a dressmaker and 

neighbour in Norton Street, and they had a daughter, Lizzie. Tragedy struck the family when 

Charles died aged 35 and Lizzie soon followed aged three. Ann lived more than 30 years as a 

widow. She made a living as a live-in cook for Henry Routledge, the grocer and draper, and 

then for Emma Pryor, of the brewing family. Presumably, she was a good cook to get a 

position in such prestigious households. 

 

Albert Jackson 
Albert bucked the family’s bricklaying trend to become a carpenter but was presumably still 

in the family building firm. He and his wife Aimee lived next door to his parents who were in 

the Eight Bells. They had two daughters, Eleanor and Lizzie. The latter was born in the same 

year that her cousin Lizzie had died so perhaps she was named in memory. 

 

William Jackson 

William was the other brother who made the move to Baldock from Litlington. In the 1841 

census, William and Judith are living in cottages behind what is now the Hospice shop in 

Whitehorse Street. By 1850 they had moved across the road to rent a house, yard and garden 

from the Fifteen Houses Charity. The property is now the clock shop and Alexander Court 

behind. Their sons followed their father in becoming bricklayers although John was 

sometimes described as a lime burner.  
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Robert Jackson 

Perhaps best remembered in Baldock is William’s youngest son, Robert. He took over the 

building firm when he was only in his late 20’s after his father died. He moved the business 

from Whitehorse Street to the High Street in about 1870. Less than ten years later, it moved 

again to North Road when he was described not only as a builder and contractor but now also 

a dealer in building materials. 

 

In the early 1890’s another move took him to 7 High Street now Quenby’s garage. He 

diversified around 1900 to add furniture dealer and upholsterer to his business range as well 

as undertaker. 

 

 
Above: Employees of Robert Jackson, the builder outside their premises in what is now 

Quenby’s garage in the High Street. Photo taken about 1900. 

 

 
Above: An advert for Robert Jackson’s business from about 1900. 

 

William Jackson the younger 
When Robert took over the family business, it seems that his brother William took over their 

father’s premises in Whitehorse Street. He is described as a bricklayer except in 1890 when 

he was briefly a whiting maker. Whiting was used to make whitewash, both for the inside and 

outside walls of a building. 
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Above: William Jackson the younger’s bill from William Pryor, the ironmonger in Hitchin 

Street (now Mason’s Domestic Appliances), dated 1859. Purchases included a copper tea 

kettle, a cast iron fender and a black dust pan.  

It is thought that the newly married William was furnishing his house after returning from 

time working in London. He was now living in the High Street next door to the Three 

Horseshoes pub near the entrance to the Twitchell. (Thanks to Bob Richardson and Baldock 

Museum) 

 

Jackson Street 
Robert Jackson’s business is no longer listed in directories after 1906. Now aged 70, Robert 

lived in retirement in one of the larger houses in The Close also known, back then, as 

Football Close. This area had been a pasture of the same name until 1886 (see Baldock Mail 

issue 173). Now, housing and new roads had been built on the pasture but what we call 

Jackson Street had no name. It is said that it was named after Robert. It seems rather fitting, 

as his family had been responsible for much of the house building in Baldock for 90 years. 


