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THE IND FAMILY 
Brewers of Baldock and founders of Ind Coope 

 

 
 

An Interesting Face 

Take a look at the portrait above. People say that you can tell a lot from a face so what might 

we read in this one? Clearly it is an elderly woman. To me, she looks like an interesting 

character and quite formidable. She also looks quite care worn as if she had seen a lot in life. 

So who was she? 

 

Mary Thurgood was born in 1759 the daughter of John and Hannah. John Thurgood was  a 

wealthy maltster who owned large amounts of land in Biggleswade and a farm at Hinxworth. 

Hannah, a widow when she married John, had property of her own which was quite unusual. 

She owned a house with barns and a malting in the High Street (now the Zeus restaurant and 

nearby outbuildings). It was there that Mary grew up. 

 

 
ABOVE: The childhood home of Mary Thurgood (later Mary Ind). 
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Mary’s uncle, Robert Thurgood, owned and ran the brewery on the opposite side of the High 

Street (now the site of Simpsons Drive). 

 

A Good Marriage 
Mary Thurgood married James Ind in Baldock when she was 19. James is thought to have 

come from Cambridge where the Ind family were wine and spirit traders as well as brewers. 

 

At the time of his marriage, James was a clerk, perhaps a brewery clerk at the High Street 

brewery. Mary’s uncle had died just three years before and the High Street brewery had 

passed to her cousin, Sarah Clutterbuck. The Clutterbucks already owned and ran a brewery 

in Stanmore so they had rented the one in Baldock to the Pryor family who had been 

maltsters up to that time. 

 

Ashwell Connections 

In the year following their marriage, James and Mary Ind moved to Ashwell. James became a 

brewer although it is not known where. Their first two children, Edward and Ann were born 

in Ashwell. 

 

In 1781 John Thurgood died. Mary, aged 22, was his eldest child and her brother John was 

just 21. There were four other sons and two daughters, all under the age of 21. James Ind was 

appointed their guardian but I imagine that it was Mary who took more of a day to day 

interest in their upbringing along with her mother, Hannah. The Thurgood family continued 

to live in Mary’s childhood home in the High Street. 

 

This sudden increase in responsibility seems to have prompted James and Mary Ind to move 

back to Baldock. Perhaps they also wanted to benefit from the substantial trade on the Great 

North Road now that James was a practiced brewer. 

 

Brewer, Maltster and Farmer 
James established his Baldock brewery by renting a property next to the Rose and Crown 

with Lawrence Trustram, a farmer. It is not known whether they erected the brewery or 

whether they took over an existing one that had been part of the Rose and Crown. 

 

James Ind rapidly increased his empire. This included buying the substantial maltings in 

Whitehorse Street (now Pryor Court by the traffic lights) in 1785 then the adjacent house. He 

also bought the malting on the opposite corner next to Raban Court. 

 

Within ten years, James Ind had acquired tied estate that included the Barley Mow at 

Clothall, the Rose and Crown at Ashwell and the Three Horseshoes at Hinxworth. He also 

built a new brewery adjacent to his maltings on the corner of Whitehorse Street and Clothall 

Road. 

 

He was  described as a brewer, maltster and farmer suggesting that he grew his own barley, 

malted it then used it for brewing. By 1798, he had bought the Thurgoods house but his 

mother in law, Hannah, continued to live there. 

 

Home Life 
After their first two children were born in Ashwell, James and Mary Ind had another son, also 

called James, and seven daughters all born in Baldock. Initially they rented the large 
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Georgian house in the High Street that was, until a few years ago, the Goldcrest. However, 

their long term home was the house in Whitehorse Street next to their brewery (see photo).  

 

 
ABOVE: The site of Ind’s brewery and maltings in Whitehorse Street and the home (to the 

right) that James shared with Mary and their ten children. 

 

Bringing up her ten children, born over a 26 year span, may have been quite an undertaking 

for Mary. This was on top of the guardianship of her six younger brothers and sisters, some 

of whom were not much older than her own children. 

 

Edward Ind, their elder son, acquired a brewery in Romford, Essex, probably with financial 

help from his father. Edward was only aged 20 but his brewery became Ind Coope, a very 

successful company and a brand name that survived until relatively recently. 

 

A Double Tragedy 
James Ind died in 1810, a wealthy man. He left large sums of money to his children but also, 

rather kindly, £10 each to Elizabeth and John Goodchild, the children of his former servants. 

James Ind, the younger son, carried on the brewery in Baldock but unfortunately passed away 

the following year. 

 

The Ind estate passed to Edward who was now well established at the Romford brewery. He 

had no interest in returning to Baldock but needed to make sure that his mother was taken 

care of. He leased then sold the brewery and malting in Whitehorse Street to the Pryors. The 

deal included allowing Mary Ind to continue living in her house for the rest of her life. This 

turned out to be a bargain for the Inds as Mary lived another 42 years! She passed away in 

1857 aged almost exactly 98. 

 

On Reflection 
Perhaps we should look again at the portrait of Mary Ind and the face that saw so many 

changes. When she was growing up in the 1760s, Baldock was a thriving town on the Great 

North Road with lots of traffic and bustle. Her family, the Thurgoods, were at the heart of this 

and were one of the wealthiest families. 
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Ninety years later, in the last decade of her life, the railway had arrived and the trade on the 

Great North Road had decreased vastly. The Pryors had become the most prominent brewers 

and maltsters before selling out to the Simpsons in 1853. 

 

Mary had born ten children of her own and helped to raise her six youngest brothers and 

sisters. Her husband had died in his fifties and her second son had followed him only seven 

months later, aged 23. Their business in Baldock was gone.  

 

But there were joys too. Her daughters married well and some of them lived locally such as 

Emma, who was still in Baldock, Mary at Henlow and Hannah at Meppershall. A 

contemporary newspaper recorded that Mary lived to see a total of 195 descendants. That’s a 

lot of people to fit round the dinner table at Christmas! 

 


