VIEWS FROM THE TOWER

The view towards the railway station in 1900 from the Church tower
Trips up the church tower have always been popular for their unique view of the town.
Usually, photographers recorded the main streets but this postcard, posted in 1905, shows the
view towards the station and Bygrave Road. It is complimentary to the photo taken forty
years earlier looking from the station towards the church and described in “Football Close”:
Baldock Mail 173, Aug/Sep 2006.

Above: the view from the tower of St Mary s parish church c1900. Key features are
numbered. (Photo: Baldock Museum)

Orchard Road

In the foreground [1] is Orchard Road with Nos. 3 and 5 [2] almost as they are today. These
two houses were built in the 1870s by the Dear family and were occupied, at the time that this
photograph was taken, by Henry Barron, a brewer’s traveller, and Henry Rolls, a painter,
with their families. The Dear family also owned the adjacent garden [3] which now contains
two bungalows [4,5].

Opposite are houses [6,7] that lay derelict until 1997 when they were demolished and
replaced by Aldridge Court [8,9] and Butler’s Yard. Some Victorian cottages remain virtually
unchanged [10].

The 1901 census shows an interesting spread of occupations for Orchard Road residents. The
27 Heads of Household included five working for the railway, four for the breweries, two
postmen, a police constable and the surveyor for the Baldock Urban District Council. Two
employed live-in housekeepers, three had paying boarders, five housed their in-laws and
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several lodged their extended families such as nieces. Most were two bedroom cottages,
although a few had three, but they housed anything from two to ten people.

Below: the view from the tower of St Mary’s in 2010. Key features are numbered.

Jackson Street

Most noticeable is the Iron Room [11] which opened for worship with the Plymouth
Bretheren in 1880. At the time of the photograph, services were held at 11am and 6pm. It has
since been extended to double the size.

Across the road was the Bushell and Strike pub [12], now No 2. In 1902 it was run by
William Dear who also worked as a brewer’s labourer.

Football Close

Football Close had been a pasture until 1886 when it was sold as plots. In the photo the road
still has a very open aspect [13]. Clearly visible is the newly opened Salvation Army hall
[14]. In 1915 it closed as no minister could be found due to the war. Soon afterwards it
became the home of the Baldock scouts and later Rusbridge’s garage. It was recently
replaced by the aptly named Rusbridge Court [15].

Icknield Way West
We can clearly see the fronts of four newly built semi-detached houses [16], now 3-17
Icknield Way West.

At the east end is the blacksmith’s forge [17]. In 1901 it was the home and workplace of the
brothers Charles and Edward Roast with their widowed mother and younger sister. Later Mr
Castle was the blacksmith.
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One family listed in the 1901 census is particularly intriguing. They were Henry Jewell, born
in Canada, his Irish wife and their children, all born in London. He is listed as a cutch
merchant. Cutch was a tannin extract made from mangrove bark and used as a brown dye in
tanning and dyeing and also preserving fishing nets and sails. He was self-employed but why
Baldock needed a cutch merchant is not clear.

The Railway

The railway bridge [18] over North Road is visible but the station buildings are hidden by
trees. They included the Station Master’s house and a second house occupied by the
signalman, Robert Spragg. They have been replaced by Laurel Mews [19].

Beyond the railway line were sidings and a large shed [20] which became the site of
Larkinson’s scrapyard for 25 years. In 1982, the site was sold by British Rail and Larkins
Close was built.

Bygrave Road

Originally, the road to Bygrave ran from the top of the hill on Royston Road. After the
railway was built, there was a level crossing but it must have been very dangerous. Today’s
Bygrave Road, north of the railway bridge on North Road, and Salisbury Road were built
brand new in about 1890.

In 1893, the adjacent land, called the “Station Estate”, was sold as 73 plots by John George
Cotton Browne. The largest plot on the corner of Bygrave Road and North Road was
designated for a hotel and some other plots were offered as “shop lots”. However, it seems
that no hotel or shops were ever built. The other plots were only to be used for private
dwellings and came with a list of conditions including “the trade of an innkeeper, victualler
or seller of wines, spirits or beer, to be consumed either on or off the premises, or a club,
where such liquors can be consumed, shall not be carried on upon any lot, except 34. No
noxious or offensive trade or manufacture shall be carried on upon any lot. No hut, shed or
caravan, house on wheels, or other chattel adapted or intended for use as a dwelling or
sleeping apartment, nor any booth, shows, swings or roundabouts shall be erected..... No
gravel, sand or earth shall be removed...”

The photo shows that a substantial number of houses had been built on Bygrave Road [21]
within ten years of the sale and a few on Salisbury Road. The fields beyond seem surprisingly
unchanged from 1900 to today.

Overall, this postcard offers a fascinating insight into a developing area of Baldock in 1900.
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